


On Saturday July 5 Kannemeyer said:

“Robbie said to me - Dean, this is the

best horse in South Africa – unraced, not

a bad judge is he?”

Fradd soon after predicted the colt would

win the Vodacom Durban July and be

moved to Hong Kong. He returned from

Hong Kong late this June for South

Africa’s premier meeting where he was

originally engaged to ride Free My Heart.

But, he was re-united with the three-year-

old colt for the official gallops and then

for the big race itself, unfortunately as a

result of regular jockey Karl Neisius

having been injured in a fall in the Cape.

So Dynasty has fulfilled his destiny in this

country and, while final plans for his

future are still to be discussed with owner

John Newsome, there is every chance that

he will move to Hong Kong to follow a

similar path taken by London News some

years back.

Fradd described the Fort Wood colt as

“too good for the others in the race and

too good for the other horses in the

country,” suggesting that he should move

overseas to continue his career.

“This horse has got a lot of heart and he’s

only a three-year-old. He was just too

good for them – it’s that simple.”

Looking back on the race he said he was

in trouble right from the start racing four

wide then five wide up the hill and battling

to settle the colt who was pulling hard

and wanting to get on with it. He finally

managed to settle the colt and  “then he

was in my hands and going good.

“I was happy to be where I was and in a

position to move him up and I looked

across at Yard-Arm and he was also

travelling good with Piere. I said to myself

I didn’t want to be more than two lengths

behind him when I turn for home.

“At the top of the straight I let him run

and he kicked. He is a big striding horse

and you’ve got to give him room to gallop.

I didn’t want to have to check him or

switch him, I just wanted to let him roll

up the straight and let him kick on and

use his action.”

And what of Yard-Arm, the big son of

Western Winter who still has scope to

furnish and realize his full potential?

He was beaten fair and square by a horse

that was given the toughest task in the

Dynasty completed

what Jockey Robbie

Fradd had predicted a

year before when he

rode the Fort Wood colt

in his very first race as a

two-year-old and won

over a mile by two

lengths. On that day

trainer Dean

Kannemeyer warned

Fradd as he was given

a leg up that the colt

could give problems at

the start.
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Parade

Chatting with friends in the parade ring and

asked how Dynasty would “shape overseas”,

Roberts replied “why not?” He said the colt

had run an incredible race, in trouble from

the start as he fought for his head and running

wide early from a bad draw, then accelerating

in the finish to win.
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race, but his performance must be seen in

the light of his personal circumstances. As

stated, he has yet to develop to his full

stature and, as a long striding horse, he is

not really suited to the tight Greyville track.

He is a one-pacer to some degree but has

a fair turn of speed and he too was facing

his toughest task. But he put it all together

under Piere Strydom and completed the

task better than possibly even his owner

and trainer might have expected.

Settling early and up with the pace before

going to the front through the 1 400 metre

mark to make it himself, Yard-Arm was

looking every bit the potential winner

when they swept through the last part of

the turn and accelerated off the false rail.

“Early in the race, after we had gone the

first 200 metres, the way he was moving

and the way he settled I felt we could win

the race. Then when he kicked in the

straight I knew they would battle to beat

him. Dynasty came but when he ducked

out I thought we might come back and

beat him, but he was too good,” Strydom

explained in the weighing room later.

Owner and breeder of the gelding, Mike

Rattray, commented before the race that

they did not believe the gelding could win

but they expected a good, honest run.

Later, he beamed with delight at just how

close they had come.

Asked about the gelding’s future, Mr

Rattray said depending on how he ran in

the race he could be sent to compete in

Dubai. “But he’s not going to be sold,” he

said, and one remembers how he bought

back Set Afire to keep him in South Africa

after he had already been sold to Mauritius!

The performance of Dynasty was praised

from many quarters, including one of

South Africa’s greatest racing personalities,

former multiple South African champion

jockey and British champion jockey,

Michael Roberts.

With the attendance and turnover figures

outstripping those for 2002, the 2003

Vodacom Durban July was another

mammoth success for Africa’s greatest

racing and social function.

Attendance topped the 52 000 mark and

was the biggest since the introduction of

television while turnover was boosted by

about 10% on last year’s figures.

With the day dawning partly cloudy and

chilly, the early sunshine that there was

and the promise of even better conditions






